[Treatment of hepatic metastases with unknown primary cancer].
A series of 15 cases of hepatic metastases of unknown etiology is reported. All patients had a needle biopsy of the liver. The search for primary tumor was restricted to only those tumors requiring specific therapeutic protocols. Patients received intravenous chemotherapy in accordance with histopathological classification. This chemotherapy induced objective improvement in 46 percent of cases. The average survival of responding patients is about 16 months. Three patients had complete remissions and underwent a second laparotomy with excision of necrotic lesions in one case and installation of a catheter for endarterial hepatic chemotherapy in another. The investigators propose a diagnostic and therapeutic protocol for such patients.